Explanation handout format
Page 1

DAMEEESERE : RIERMERAMTIH S
TEEHHIBES A SR

Close Encounter - lllusions where science meets art
Shinsuke Shimojo's work in collaboration with National Taiwan University
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What to do?

Look straight ahead, fixating your eyes tight at the marker on the wall, while slowly
count numbers in your mind up to 15. Note what will happen to your body and the
entire room. Also, ask somebody to stand still at the designated position(s) along
the wall, while fixating at the marker again up to 15 sec. What do you think will
happen<

(The original version was created by Noriyuki Tanaka & Shinsuke Shimojo at Shizuoka
City Science Museum Ru-Ku-Ru in 2004.)
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What's going on?

The entire room together with your body may start rotating in the opposite direction
to the optical flow. This effect is called "vection." Since your visual field is occupied
with a consistent flow of blobs, your brain after habituation switches to the blobs
themselves as a new frame of reference, with which the room and the body are
interpreted as rotating to the opposite. Did your friend(s) disappear when they
stand stillez This effect is called "motion induced blindness." Since the brain is designed
to detect changes, the motion signals "win" and suppress the static image signals,
erasing them.

Other things to try

* Pay attention to the height of your friend: (s)he may look elongated or shrunk
even before (s)he disappear, depending on the direction of the flow.

* Ask your friend to move only a part of the body, or move the entire body with
different speeds. What happens to (in)visibilitye




