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Close Encounter - lllusions where science meets art
Shinsuke Shimojo's work in collaboration with National Taiwan University
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What to do?

Stand within the observer zone designated on the floor, and look back to watch
what's happening in the fog box.

(Criginally created for this exhibition by Shinsuke Shimojo and Shana Mabarri.
The photos of azalea flower were taken and edited by Hao-Hsiang You.)
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What's going on?

This installation does not aim to yield any particular illusion, but rather to increase
awareness of the observer on how optics brings about "images." It shows what is
going on before lights hit the eyes to form retinal images (which then were
interpreted by the brain as meaningful objects). As J. J. Gibson's ecological
options goes, objects' surfaces reflect light to form opftical arrays, that are typically
invisible unless it hit light-reflecting substances (such as water particles in this case).

This installation may raise a more artistic question as well — where do you see beauty?
Somewhere between real and virtual, often.

Other things to try

* Wait till the slide changes, and see what happens.
* Try slightly different standing position, and pay attention both to the fog box
and the screen.




