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Close Encounter - lllusions where science meets art
Shinsuke Shimojo's work in collaboration with National Taiwan University
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What to do?

Press the middle button first, and watch. Then, press the left and the right button.
Observe how the central line appears differently. What do you think will happen?

(Originally created for this exhibition by Shinsuke Shimojo.)
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What's going on?

The line probe is always presented physically simultaneously, but it may appear
unfolding or extending from the side where you pressed the button on. This is
called the "line motion effect" first reported by Hikosaka, Miyauchi & Shimojo in
1993. Their series of studies suggested that when the observer's attention is on one
side of the visual field, there is a gradient in efficiency of visual information processing,
thus the attended side reaches the consciousness threshold earlier (it may also
trigger motion detectors).

Other things to try

* Rotate the box and try the same thing, just o make sure that the effect remains
essentially the same.

* Press the button with crossed hands, or just watch somebody else pressing the
button. Still the same effecte




