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Close Encounter - lllusions where science meets art
Shinsuke Shimojo's work in collaboration with National Taiwan University
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What to do?

Just listen to the sound from this device, look at the top of the box, peep inside
the peeping hole, and then touch it. What do you experience?
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What's going on?

1. Areflection of a heart is presented at the opposite side of the stainless bowl
from the real one. The imagery heart is still red but blurred. The dynamic effect
of two chasing hearts is produced by the rotation of a motor. Speed could be
tuned between 0 to 2 Hz. The image is clear at low speed but fuzzy at high.

2. There is a dark box with a flash light (Strobe light) under the bowl making
the rotating pictures visible at certain time point. The moving pictures are
perceived as moving continuously even though they are actually separate
and discrete. This illusion is often applied in TV and film shooting and editing.

3. The sound of heartbeat changes in frequency and loudness (based on
Two-Track Mixer Technology: Pan) to create a percept of changing velocity
and distance. This sound (cues from the Ears) could be integrated with visual
percept (cues from the Eyes) of motion. This is often called sensory fusion. An
observer may have a confused motion percept if the visual and sound cues
mismatch.

Other things to try

* Is rotating imagery heart larger or smaller at certain specific positione
* If we remove the black screen » should we still see the permeable effect?
* Why we can feel the vibration of the box2 How could we touch the sound?




